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simultaneously with those of southern Babylonia. It
is usually believed that the Sumerians were the city
builders and the Semites of the north also had with
their help covered the stages of civilization and built
their own cities.
The civilization of Babylonia was originally of
the urban type and the monumental finds in the
excavations disclose the existence at that early age of a
number of cities in Babylonia, both in the south and
the north. Ur was the most important of them. Eridu
Uruk, Nippur, and Shuruppak were other Sumerian
-settlements. The cities were generally warring among
themselves. We are not suie whether the Sumerian
cides ever combined together against the Semitic cities
of the north under one king. Perhaps they did some
times. We do read in Sumerian legends of very an-
cient semi-divine rulers of ancient Babylonia to whom
fabulously long years of reign have been ascribed.
The Deluge
A most important legend coming from the Sumerian
times relates the story of the Deluge which has formed
part of the mythological traditions of almost all the
ancient peoples of the world. The Deluge covered
perhaps the whole of Babylonia reaching as far as
the highlands of the North. The recent excavations
have uncovered traces of an extensive flood and rushing
water over a vast area of the region. Although it may
not be sane to look for the Noah's Ark on the up-
lands of Armenia and Assyria, perhaps it will not be
credulous to accept the authenticity of the legend.
After all, the tradition was so powerful? as to find its
way to the mass of legends of all ancient peoples and
has indeed to be looked somewhere for its origin. The
greatest possibility for the occurrence of the Deluge
is in this region as indicated by the excavations. The
Indian version of the story is related in the Satapatha
Brahmana which cannot be placed anterior to the 8th